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I. Babel Babble 

 

The Babelites gather, and they are unified. They are united in location, the first known city of man. 

They are united in language, for all speak the same tongue-so it has been since the Garden of Eden. 

But they meet, determined that day, because they are united in purpose: "Come, let us build 

ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we 

be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth" (Gen. 11:4). 

 

That's the plan: Build a city and tower. Not just any old tower, but one to reach to the heavens. As 

the Serpent has said in the Garden, man is still trying to be like God; and to be like God, one must be 

in heaven as well as on earth. "Make a name for ourselves," they say: To be blessed with the Lord's 

name is not enough; they desire to take His name in vain and elevate themselves in His place.  

 

"Lest we be scattered," they add: Sin drives people apart, because selfishness tempts each one to 

follow his own desires at the expense of everybody else. This leads to scattering and isolation, even 

though no one desires it to be so. Therefore, the people must unite with a common purpose in order 

to stick together. Ignore the sin and do something to compensate, to celebrate togetherness; that's 

how to stay together. Isn't it? 

 

The united Babelites begin construction, united in location, language and purpose. We can add one 

more: In the desire to reach the heavens and glorify their own name, they are also united against the 

Lord. "Let me do what I want to do," is the common creed. And by mutual agreement, they want to 

build the tower. 

 

Sin eventually never unifies, except in opposition to God; therefore, the Lord ends this fragile, 

human unity. He confuses the language, and people who do not understand each other do not trust in 

one another. He scatters them abroad as a consequence of their actions and iniquity. It is likely, in 

part, a merciful act by God: If sinful man gathers together to work against the Lord, imagine the evil 

they can cooperatively effect. In the confusion of languages and the scattering abroad, the Lord 

slows down the collective rebellion of sinful man. 

 

Babel serves as a milestone in the descent of man after the Fall. Sin divides and isolates-it kills, and 

this is demonstrated at the tower. Because of sin, communication is lost: Misunderstanding and 

anger result even when the language is still the same. However, the division, the misunderstanding, 

the lost-ness and the death-these are not the will of the Lord who desires the death of no one. He has 

already promised a Savior, and He will keep His promise: In Christ, communication will be restored. 

By the work of the Holy Spirit, mankind will be united-not against God, but in Him. 
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II. Pentecost Restoration 

 

Centuries later, the disciples gather together. The Savior has come, died, risen, and ascended into 

heaven-but not before telling them to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit comes. Ten days after 

the Ascension, on the Festival of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit comes. There is the sound of a loud, 

rushing wind; and tongues of fire dance upon their heads. The disciples spill out of the room and 

proclaim the Gospel to pilgrims from all over the world-and each one hears in his own language. 

Pentecost is Babel-reversed; where sin scattered the people and confused the language, the Gospel 

gathers them and unites them in Jesus Christ. 

 

Peter's sermon is recorded for us in Acts 2, and he pulls no punches. The audience is a massive 

throng of devout Jews-the type who travel to Jerusalem from all over the place in order to worship. 

These devout men know the Old Testament well, as well as the promises of the coming Messiah. 

Peter declares to them that the Savior they have been expecting has come-and they have put Him to 

death on a cross. 

 

Hearing the Law, they are driven to sorrow and contrition: Now when they heard this, they were cut 

to the heart and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 

(Acts 2:37) 

 

And to these penitent souls, Peter proclaims some wondrous news:  

 

"Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 

and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and 

to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." And with many other words he 

testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation." (Acts 2:38-40) 

 

Joyous news indeed! Although they have put the Savior to death, He has died with purpose-that they 

might be forgiven. The Savior has saved even as His foes celebrated His death on the cross. He has 

died. His risen. All who repent are redeemed. 

 

Now, note the sequence that takes place on the Day of Pentecost, and the days that follow. Those 

devout believers, well-instructed adults, confess what Peter has said to be true. They are baptized-

three thousand of them. What follows? They continue to continue: And they continued steadfastly in 

the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in prayers (2:42). Baptized, 

they continue to hear the apostles teach them the Word of the Lord. Baptized and continuing in the 

Word, they continue in the fellowship of the breaking of the bread, the Lord's Supper. Fed by the 

means of grace, they respond with prayer and service to one another. 

 

It is the life of the Christian: They receive forgiveness by the Word and the Sacraments, then they 

respond in prayer and service. It is not always easy: While we read that they have favor with all the 

people, it will not last long. The chief priests will soon stone Stephen and launch Saul's persecution. 

False teachers will attempt to lead Christians away from the apostles' doctrine-why many of the 

books of the New Testament are written. The Church would have its share of internal dissension, as 

we see the Corinthians soon arguing over the Lord's Supper. 

 

No, they are not in favor with all the people for long-the devil strikes quickly. But being in favor 

with all the people is hardly a mark of the Church-the Word and the Sacraments, purely preached 
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and given, are. Therefore, the Church continues in the book of Acts. They are united; not like the 

Babelites of old, united in one common purpose but divided in everything else. Nor do they open 

their doors to any old teaching so that they can claim to be all together. They are united by the 

doctrine of the apostles, the pure preaching of God's Word. They are united together by the Lord 

Himself. 

 

III. Concord in Current Times 

 

Concord-unity, communion-is much discussed in the Church in our present day; and it is a sign of 

our sinful world that discussions of concord are often so heated and divisive. In brief, there are three 

different approaches to unity in the Church today. 

 

The first approach to unity is to be united against something-to join together in a common crusade to 

get rid of a teaching or practice. In such a case, those who unite may have very little in common 

except an antipathy toward a third party; in other words, they may only agree on what they don't 

believe, but not agree at all on what they do.  

 

To unite against something is quite common these days, and not always all that bad; for instance, 

despite some significant doctrinal differences, we unite with other churches in condemning the evil 

of abortion. Even as we do so, however, we make clear that we are not united in all things. Too 

often, however, uniting against something is a sign of rebellion against the Word of the Lord: Often, 

within a congregation, for instance, a group rises up in opposition to a faithful pastor or the true 

confession of the church. If asked what they share as a body of beliefs, they cannot say and have no 

desire to; all they know is that, while they may disagree on most everything, they want a certain 

person or teaching gone. This may also happen at larger levels, such as that of a church body. This 

unity is not unity at all: It may persist until the goal is achieved, but the union quickly disintegrates 

thereafter because the common "enemy" is gone. 

 

The second approach to unity is to unite without agreement. Rather than work out all the details, 

agree to become one group and then work out all the details later on. It is popular these days to 

"agree to disagree," and to say, "We don't all believe the same things, but we have enough in 

common and at least we are together." 

 

Such an approach inevitably leads to strife, because it is seeks unity on the lowest common 

denominator and is tyrannized by the most permissive. For instance, imagine a church that is formed 

by a group of people who say, "We believe in Jesus. And as long as we believe in Jesus, everything 

else can be worked out." It sounds like a simple faith with a romantic innocence, but trouble looms 

ahead. By saying "I believe in Jesus," some mean that Jesus is the Son of God who was born of the 

Virgin Mary, died on the cross to redeem us, and rose again on the third day. But by saying "I 

believe in Jesus," others mean that Jesus was only a good man born to an unwed mother and was 

unfortunately put on the cross. Eventually, these differences will come to the surface; at that point, 

those who believe Jesus to be the Son of God will say to others, "When you say 'I believe in Jesus,' 

you must believe that He is God in human flesh." But then the tyranny of the most permissive is 

revealed as they respond, "But we all agreed that all we had to do was believe in Jesus. You can't 

start making demands now." So go all attempts to unite without agreement, hoping to work out the 

details later on. The unity disintegrates into a collection of Babeling voices. 

 

The third approach to unity is to be united by a common confession. Work out all the details first-
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with Scripture being the final Word, then declare concord after. Make sure that all are in agreement 

as to doctrine first, then unite on the basis of that common agreement. This is not a popular approach 

these days, for we live in a world that teaches individualized religion, where personal beliefs are 

deemed more valuable than ecumenical creeds. But this approach to unity is the approach of the 

Church at the beginning in Acts: The early Christians do not each bring an individual opinion to a 

doctrinal buffet in order to determine what the Church teaches; no, they continue steadfast in the 

apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in prayers. They do not have to 

create a body of beliefs; the Lord has created it for them, and has given it to them through His 

prophets and apostles. It is on the basis of His Word that they continue in one accord. 

 

Now, at the risk of sounding arrogant, I offer this seemingly outrageous statement: While the Gospel 

is present and salvation given in many churches today, I submit to you that no other church is closer 

in doctrine and practice to the Church in Acts 2 than a confessional Lutheran Church body, such as 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Lest you think I speak merely out of pride or bias, I offer the 

following reasons. 

 

First: From the beginning, the basis of our unity has been a common confession of faith based upon 

the Word of God. As a matter of principle, we do not build our doctrine upon what we think or want, 

but upon what Scripture clearly teaches. If our doctrine is built upon what Scripture teaches-the same 

Scripture which the apostles taught, then we continue in one accord in the doctrine of the apostles. 

This is the basis of unity-and it is why the confessional writings of the Lutheran Church are called 

The Book of Concord.  

 

Second, consider the doctrine that we proclaim: We declare with the apostles the doctrine of original 

sin, that we are conceived in sin and unable to save ourselves. We boldly proclaim that, for us and 

for our salvation, the Son of God "came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of 

the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 

and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures" (Nicene Creed). We 

confess gladly that we are not saved by our works or intentions or decisions, but solely by the 

redemptive work of our Lord Jesus on our behalf. We say with the apostle Peter in today's text that 

forgiveness of sins is given to us in Holy Baptism. We rejoice with the apostle Paul that the Gospel 

is the power of salvation to all who believe (Rom. 1:16). We give thanks with the apostles for Jesus' 

institution of the Lord's Supper, that there He gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins. 

 

All of this we hold to, clearly and plainly; and hopefully, all of this sounds like "bread and butter," 

teachings that seem so obvious that it seems odd to repeat them now. All of this is clearly Scriptural, 

and all of it is plainly the same as the apostles' doctrine. But I submit to you the following, which I 

cannot prove wrong no matter how hard I try to do so: You will not find a church body without the 

name Lutheran that fully agrees with all of the doctrinal points that I have just listed. Every other 

will declare one or more of those to be in error. 

 

Now, having said this, we offer answers to a couple of normal objections. 

 

First: Having made the statements above, we do not say that only Lutherans are going to heaven; in 

fact, we condemn such an idea in no uncertain terms. Salvation is not awarded based upon church 

affiliation; it is given to those who believe by the grace of God. And because the Gospel is the power 

of salvation to all who believe, we rejoice that the Lord is at work to save wherever the Gospel is 
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present-even where error is taught along with the Gospel. 

 

Second, it may seem ludicrous to some to compare the Lutheran Church to the Church at Pentecost. 

Lutherans are reputed to be rather staid, formal, quiet and reticent; the apostles at Pentecost are 

vibrant, excited and literally on fire as the sound of a rushing wind sweeps through the room where 

they are gathered. Is this really a valid comparison? Consider the following: After that Day of 

Pentecost, the wind and the fire are gone, and "all" the apostles are left with is the Word, Baptism, 

and the fellowship of the breaking of the bread-Holy Communion. That's okay: Wind and fire never 

saved anyone; but the Word and the Sacraments deliver the forgiveness Jesus has won. All we have 

is the Word and the Sacraments as well; and that's okay, because all we have is all we need. These 

are the means of grace, where Jesus comes to be present with you, to take away your sins. 

 

Third, dear friends, I do not say this to scorn other churches. Rather, I say these things that you 

might appreciate the treasure we have here. The tower of Babel is long since reduced to dust, but the 

sinful flesh that led to it is alive and well. There are always attempts, within us and without us, to 

jettison the truth of the Gospel. The Old Adam in each of us would prefer that we start to water 

down minor doctrines, in the hopes that we will eventually compromise on the major ones. It is 

always a temptation, and even some of the largest Lutheran church bodies in the world today have 

abandoned unity in the Word for unity in the doctrines of man. 

 

May it not be so among us. No, like those Christians at Pentecost, continue steadfastly in the 

apostles' doctrine and fellowship (in the breaking of the bread) and in prayers, for thus we continue 

in one accord with gladness and simplicity of heart. Continue in His pure Word and Sacraments, for 

there you will find forgiveness, life and salvation. 

 

We mark the tower of Babel and the lesson learned there: Men gather together against God, and their 

sinfulness leads to the loss of a common language and scattering to the four corners of the earth. We 

mark the story of Pentecost and give thanks: The Lord begins the gathering of His people from those 

corners, gathering them by the common language of Holy Absolution. We mark this day and give 

thanks as well: The Lord gathers us together by His grace, and unites us by the common Word of His 

Gospel-common because it is the language of heaven, heard in every tongue and dialect in the world. 

Thus He gathers us and unites us with our fellow Christians on earth, and with angels, archangels 

and all the company of heaven; for thus He unites us to Himself, making us the body of Christ. 

 

And if you are part of the body of Christ, then you are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


